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really happened in the darkness of the sanctuary, when the
travellers who had journeyed across sea and sand came at last
face to face with the ram-headed god. Did his statue speak
with a human voice ? Did it move its arms or head ?

Even in an age like ours, which is not without its super-
stitions, it is difficult to understand the oracles of antiquity,
those supernatural spas scattered about the world where
the divine wisdom bubbled from fathomless sources to issue
from the mouths of mediums like the Pythia of Delphi, or the
statue of Ammon at Siwa. That men of the greatest intel-
lectual attainments consulted and believed in these oracles
seems evident, and we cannot dismiss them all as super-
stitious fools.

There must have been something singularly impressive
about Ammon, something in addition to the remoteness of
his desert home and the mystery with which the priests no
doubt surrounded him, which made cities despatch embassies
across the seas in order to ask his advice on affairs of state,
and to make men like Hannibal and Alexander present
themselves humbly at his shrine.

The most famous of Ammon's visitors was Alexander the
Great, the young conqueror of Egypt. He went there with
a small retinue, and every schoolboy who has read Arrian
knows that on the way Alexander was nearly lost in the
waste of desert, but was led onward by two crows which flew
ahead of the army, though some say he was guided by two
serpents. The result of Alexander's visit was his formal
proclamation as Pharaoh, the divine Son of the Sun, the suc-
cessor to a long line of Ammon's sons. While there is no
reason to think that Alexander believed in his own divinity,
such fictions were credited in his time. But whether he did
so or not, Alexander was aware of its political significance
and the interview with Ammon had an important influence
on his life, as indeed it had on the future history of kingship.
It was from this remote African oasis that the theory of the
divine right of kings eventually crossed the Mediterranean
into Europe.

After Alexander's visit, the Oracle at Siwa became the
foremost oracle in Egypt, and, at one period, in the world.
With the coming of the Romans to Egypt, however, its